Aircraft and Railways          251
In dry weather there is alternative transport to railways, but that does not make railway-wrecking unnecessary. Railways are the heaviest load routes, and by far the quickest except for very short distances. Moreover the needs of a modern army are so vast in the matter of supplies that all the means of transport are used up to the fullest extent, and still more are needed. Any dislocation or delay of any portion is therefore serious. And just as it is desirable to prevent the enemy from concentrating for attack or defence, so it may be important to hinder his retreat when defeated.
In times of peace in the future it will be just as necessary to organize a system of defence for railways against attacks from the air as it is to protect important harbours by guns on land and floating batteries. In future wars one of the first things to be done will be to delay the enemy's mobilization and concentration of troops by crippling his railway system at a few vital points. Before any declaration of war the side that most seriously means business will take this step in spite of international laws, and the need is therefore great that the aerial arm should be increased mightily in order to provide adequate defences. These defences must be by means of carefully placed batteries of anti-aircraft guns, and by the stationing of squadrons of aircraft ready for action where they are likeliest to be required.
The power of aircraft seriously to delay the concentration and advance of armies is one of various factors that increase the importance of the " Fifth Arm/' It means that war will begin with a fierce struggle in the air between attacking aircraft and the defences of railways. If it should be possible for one side to assert such a degree of supremacy in the air that it could, even at considerable loss of men and machines, delay the enemy's mobilization and concentration, at the same time protecting its own armies from aerial molestation, it would have gone a very